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Reference 26 Harvest and post-harvest

Summary

Timely harvesting, threshing and drying are essential operations to guarantee an abundant and good-quality 

harvest. All the efforts put forth from land preparation onward can be compromised when these operations 

are badly implemented. This reference gives guidelines that help avoiding large paddy losses, both in quality 

and quantity, during these operations.

Harvesting date

Determining the optimal date for harvesting is the most important factor, as mistakes could lead to 

reduced and the quality of paddy will be lower with high rates of broken rice and low processing 

Harvesting methods 
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Drying

Leaving the panicles to dry for too long reduces grain quality and exposes the panicles to rat or bird 

Threshing

economic climate in order to better insert them in their production systems (impact, after-sales service, 

Storing
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Place wooden pallets directly on the ground, so as to allow good ventilation around and under the 

Transferring paddy to the factory

draining before harvesting, and about the drying and threshing conditions, the paddy to be processed 
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