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Reference 22 African rice gall midge

Summary

This reference complements Reference 21, which presented an overview of the insect pests and useful 

insects. African rice gall midge, Orseolia oryzivora, causes such severe damage to rice crops and has such 

a complex behavior that it requires a special reference. This reference provides more detailed information 

about the insect to help the facilitators develop a strategy to control it. This reference presents the life-cycle 

of African rice gall midge and also some integrated control methods.

Description

In the inland valleys in Sub-Saharan Africa, African rice gall midge (Orseolia oryzivora 

The egg

The larva

The pupa

The adult

Biology and damage

At hatching, the larva makes its way down between the leaf sheaths and the stem to the growing point 
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Recognizing gall midge damage 

conspicuous, either because they are hidden by the rice leaves, or else because they are green under poor 

Orseolia oryzivora

Oryza

barthii, O. longistaminata, see 

Control

Crop management practices 

Destruction of wild rice, O. longistaminata

Preservation of Paspalum scrobiculatum (see

Platygaster diplosisae and Aprostocetus procera
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Biological control

Platygaster diplosisae and Aprostocetus

procera

Paspalum scrobiculatum

Indeed, during the dry season, Platygaster diplosisae and Aprostocetus procera develop on the other 

midge species on Paspalum scrobiculatum

lay their eggs inside the midge eggs, larvae and pupae, thus killing the gall before it reaches the adult 

Platygaster diplosisae attacks the eggs and the larvae of gall midge on the outside of the rice 

plant, and Aprostocetus procera Paspalum 

scrobiculatum, they destroy at the same time the useful insects Platygaster diplosisae and Aprostocetus 

procera Paspalum Oryza

longistaminata
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Figure 22.1. Oryza barthii Figure 22.2. Oryza

longistaminata

Figure 22.3. Paspalum

scrobulatum
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Control through varietal resistance

ability to resist can result from the morphological constitution discouraging the insect (hard plant 

Oryza sativa O. glaberrima 

O. sativa

O. glaberrima and O.

sativa
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