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Reference 1 Selecting PLAR-IRM sites

Summary

This reference provides guidelines for choosing inland valleys where the participatory learning and action 

research (PLAR) approach for integrated rice management (IRM) will be implemented. This is a very important 

step which will largely determine the probability of success and the ease with which results obtained can be 

diffused.

Each inland valley is a complex entity in which biophysical, agricultural, human, socio-organizational 

through farmer-to-farmer training (see Facilitator’s Manual

Size and diversity of the target area

of intervention sites at the start to gain experience and to ensure that the approach is properly 

Inland-valley typology

Representativeness

valleys with the same or a similar typology to facilitate extension of PLAR-IRM to neighboring 

Accessibility

PLAR-IRM sessions because of bad weather, and to facilitate diffusion of PLAR-IRM to neighboring 
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Distance to the site

Prior knowledge of the area

Degree of water control

Social cohesion

based on collective learning and implementation of collective activities, such as the maintenance of 

Such cohesion may be lacking, for example, where inland-valley lowlands are jointly exploited by 

Farmer organization
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